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The Australian Tamil 
Congress (ATC) Blueprint 
was officially launched to 
Australian politicians and 
policy makers on 2 June 
2010 at the Australian Par-
liament House. Guest 
speeches were delivered by 
Hon. John Dowd AO QC, 
President of the Interna-
tional Commission of Ju-
rists - Australia and Mr. 
Julian Burnside AO QC, 
Australian Barrister, and 
Human Rights and Refugee 
Advocate. The event was 
chaired by Dr. Sam Pari, 

Director of Public Rela-
tions, and addresses were 
also given by Prof. Thas A 
Nirmalathas, Treasurer and 
Dr. Raj T Rajeswaran, 
Chairman. 
 
It represents what the ATC 
believes to be the path to-
wards ethnic harmony in 
Sri Lanka. It is a document 
outlining a detailed plan of 
action. We believe this is 
the first time such a docu-
ment has been created and 
such an initiative has taken 
place in Australia‟s history. 

This was achieved through 
the combined effort of 
dedicated individuals from 
the ATC Political Strategy 
and Public Relations teams 
worked tirelessly over sev-
eral months to produce this 
document and organise this 
event. 
 
The event was well at-

tended by over 20 Federal 

Parliamentarians and/or 

their senior members of 

staff, representatives from 

the Department of Foreign 

Affairs, Department of 

Immigration and Citizen-

ship, AusAID and other 

policy makers. The blue-

print was warmly received 

by all who attended, and 

provided an invaluable op-

portunity to raise aware-

ness of ATC as the na-

tional body representing 

the voice of Australian 

Tamils. 
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A Blueprint for a Peaceful Sri Lanka 

Sri Lanka is at the cross-roads 
in its violent, turbulent and 
complex history. Decades of 
war, ethnic tension, human 
rights violations, oppression 
and erosion of the Tamil iden-
tity have resulted in a deeply 
fractured and dysfunctional 
country.  
 
The end of a brutal and 
bloody civil conflict in May 
2009, estimated to have 
claimed over 100,000 lives, has 
not brought the much desired 
peace. Instead, it has placed 
the lives of Tamils in a state of 
suspended existence. Many 
have no home or village to 
return to or are forbidden to 
return, and their livelihoods 
have been destroyed with little 
or no educational or employ-
ment prospects. According to 
the latest UNHCR estimates, 
over 500,000 Tamils remain 
“internally displaced”. 

 
The opportunity for construc-
tive action to reconcile a deeply 
divided population, revitalise 
democracy and rebuild the 
country‟s damaged infrastruc-
ture seems very limited. The 
rhetoric and actions of the re-
cently re-elected President 
Mahinda Rajapaksa indicates 
both he and his government 
have thus far paid little atten-
tion to addressing the very sen-
sitive and complex issues of Sri 
Lanka‟s peace, reconciliation 
and reconstruction. 
The Australian Tamil Congress 

(ATC) has developed a blue-

print to initiate dialogue and 

debate on Sri Lanka‟s future. It 

is our aim to galvanise support 

from Sri Lankan Tamils, the 

Tamil Diaspora, representatives 

from the Australian Govern-

ment, NGOs and the Interna-

tional Community to accom-

plish the short, medium and 

long term goals contained in 

this document. 

Advocating for the release of 
almost 100,000 Tamils still de-
tained in military run camps 
and working towards meeting 
the immediate welfare needs of 
the Internally Displaced Per-
sons (IDPs) in the North and 
East of Sri Lanka will be the 
primary short term goal for the 
ATC. 
 
Additionally, the Australian 
Tamil Congress will campaign 
to ensure the International 
Community holds the Govern-
ment of Sri Lanka to account, 
by conducting independent 
investigations through the of-
fices of the United Nations or 
any other relevant authoriti-
esinto the war crimes and 
breaches of international hu-
manitarian law committed dur-
ing the final phase of the war.  

The Australian Tamil Con-
gress will also vigorously 
campaign to ensure that the 
International Community 
facilitates constructive dia-
logue aimed at achieving a 
durable political solution in 
Sri Lanka which enshrines 
democratic, legal, political 
and social rights for all Sri 
Lankans equally, regardless 
of their religion or ethnicity.  
This blueprint contains two 

parts – Part One: The Aus-

tralian Tamil Congress‟ Po-

sition Statement, which out-

lines short, medium and 

long term goals for peace, 

reconciliation and recon-

struction in post-war Sri 

Lanka, and Part Two: The 

Tamil Struggle for Equality - 

a brief historical analysis of 

the conflict in Sri Lanka 

with an accompanying 

chronological timeline. 

 
We are celebrating Refugee Week and the great contribu-
tion refugees make to Australia. We will be hosting an 
event to welcome refugees to Australia. Feel free to invite 
your friends and family, as well as other relevant contacts 
(recent arrived refugees or members of the Australian com-
munity) who may wish to attend.  
 
This event is about welcoming refugees to Australia and we 
are hoping the Australian citizens in the room can mingle 
and share contacts and by the end of the night the recent 
arrivals will have made some new friends. 
 
Date: Saturday 3 July 2010 
Time: 4pm – 6pm 
Venue: Wentworthville Community Centre, Grevillea 
Room, 2 Lane Street, Wentworthville 
PLS RSVP - Please call 1300 660 629 
 or email rsvp@australiantamilcongress.com  

Invitation to members 

mailto:rsvp@australiantamilcongress.com
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. 
Refugee Speak out – 16th 

April 2010-06-04 

The Refugee Action Collec-

tive (QLD) organised the 

Emergency Speak out in the 

City, to show our solidarity on 

refugee issues - processing of 

Afghan and Sri Lankan asy-

lum seekers; ATC participated 

the evening with other mem-

bers and stakeholders at the 

Brisbane Square. 

May Day Rally – 3rd of May 

2010 

Large turnout with more than 

4000 different union members 

gathered on the May Day rally 

which started from Sports-

mans Hotel in the City to 

RNA ground where one of 

the important slogans was 

criticizing on Refugees accep-

tance, treatment and about its 

current policy. ATC partici-

pated at the rally. Greens, 

Socialist Alliance, RAC, and  

 

some Union Groups spoke 

on Refugee Issues. At the 

RNA, there were speeches 

by  PM Kevin Rudd, ACTU 

chief Sharan Burrow and 

many other politicians and 

trade union members.  

Meet Greens Leader, Sen 

Bob Brown – 15th May 2010 

ATC lobby group met Sen 

Bob and the below candi-

dates at New Farm Park 

Larissa Water, Greens Lead 
 Senate candidate Andrew 
 Bartlett, Greens candidate 

for 
 the seat of Brisbane. 
ATC members took 4 recent 

Tamil arrivals to Brisbane 

and Sen Bob was pleased to 

see them and told them he 

will hand-in the letter to Sen 

Sarah Hanson Young for 

appropriate actions. 

 

 
Queensland Chapter Report 

Remembrance Day – 22nd 

May 2010 - The QLD had 

its Remembrance Day with 

around 150 people, for a 

small Brisbane population 

this is a satisfactory atten-

dance. Key speakers: Sen. 

Claire Moore, Ex Sen. Mark 

Furner and RAC National 

coordinator Ian Rintoul. 

About 10aussies from ATC 

Stakeholder Group also 

attended. 

 
On the Same day the ALP 
made arrangement for the 
Chapter Director Krish 
Illungko to meet Minister 
Alan Griffin as many in 
Melbourne know him well. 
He had detail discussion 
with the Minister, who un-
dertook to speak to the FM 
about ATC‟s concern on 
issues raised with him. The 
Minister openly said that he 
had few problems with 
Tamil Groups in the past 
and cautioned not to repeat 
past mistakes.  

Picture:  Sen Bob with new Tamil arrivals in Brisbane 

Western Australia 

Chapter Report 

Meeting with The Hon Gary 

Gray 

ATC representative met with 

Brand electorate MP Hon. Gary 

Gray in May. The main discus-

sions were: 

Current political climate in Sri  

Lanka and the need for a long  

lasting political solution accept 

able to all parties.  

 

Root cause for the Asylum  

Seeker influx to Australia and  

three month suspension of proc 

essing of all Sri Lankan Asylum  

Seekers. 

 

Need for all political parties in  

Australia to support the efforts  

taken by the International Crisis  

Group (ICG) for independent  

investigations into War Crimes  

in Sri Lanka. 

 

Refugee week rally 

Tamil representative spoke at 

the rally and march organized 

for the world refugee week on 

20th June 2010 in front of 

Wesley Church in Perth. 

 

Meeting up with Refugee 

ATC members continuously 

meet with the refugees staying in 

the Perth detention centre. We 

provide cloths, books, DVDs 

and other entertainment items . 

 

Rememberance Day– 22nd 

May  

WA Tamil Community gathered 

to remember victims of the bru-

tal end of war .in ourTamil 

homeland. Hosted by ATC. 

The event was well attended by 

the Tamil Community  and some 

inspirational speeches and po-

ems were delivered. 
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New South Wales Report 

Meeting with The Hon Philip 

Ruddock 

ATC representative along with 

two ATC members who were 

constituents of Berowra elector-

ate attended a meeting with The 

Hon. Philip Ruddoc and  dis-

cussed the following concerns. 

Current political climate in 

Sri Lanka and the need  

for a long lasting political  

solution acceptable to all  

parties.  

 

Root cause for the Asylum 

Seeker influx to Australia  

and three month suspen 

sion of processing of all  

Sri Lankan Asylum Seek 

ers. 

 

Need for all political par 

ties in Australia to support 

 the efforts taken by the  

International Crisis Group 

(ICG) for independent  

investigations into War  

Crimes in Sri Lanka. 

Meeting with Advisors.  

ATC representatives of the 

Women‟s Advocacy Group met 

with a Senior Advisor of Hon 

Bob McMullan. 

Discussed issues faced by  

Tamil women and chil- 

dren at present in the  

North and East of Sri  

Lanka. 

Community Projects 

ATC representatives by campaigning 

the wider community was able to 

work with some charities to provide 

welfare assistance to the Tamils in 

Villawood. They provided baby needs 

including unlimited supplies of nap-

pies and some baby furniture for the 

new born and educational material 

for the school going boy. 

Several ATC representatives visited 

Villawood  

Detention Centre to provide moral 

and other welfare support 

Politics in the Pub 

Two representatives addressed War 

crimes at „Politics in the Pub‟.  

Rally to Welcome Refugees 

Tamil representative spoke at the 

rally and march organised for the 

World Refugee Week on 20th June 

2010 at Town Hall Sydney.  

Book launch - 60 Years of Inde-

pendence 

On Saturday 19 June the Australian 

Tamil Congress in conjunction with 

the Centre for Just Peace and De-

mocracy launched the volume Sri 

Lanka: 60 Years of Independence at 

to a keen crowd at Homebush Boys 

High School Hall. 

The book, edited by CJPD's Program 

Director Ana Pararajasingham, consists 

of papers from scholars across a range of 

disciplines and ethnicities in analysing the 

post-colonial trajectory of Sri Lankan 

politics.  

Addressing themes such as nationalism, 

political violence and economic develop-

ment, the volume represents a credible 

work of scholarship in understanding 

contemporary Sri Lankan politics. 

 

The book was launched by veteran play-

right Ernest Macintyre, whose own works 

are renowned for their exploration of Sri 

Lanka's ethnic conflict.  

The meeting, chaired by Abarna Raj, also 

featured addresses from the Editor Ana 

Pararajasingham and legal researcher Sam 

Thampapillai. 

 The dominant theme was that it is only 

by engaging with the lessons of history 

and politics that the Tamil polity can se-

cure its rights. 

Special copies of the book were presented 

to a range of individuals young and old 

for their service towards the Tamil com-

munity. 

Featuring a lively question and answer 

session the discussion continued into the 

tea hall where engaging conversations 

were had late into the evening. 

http://www.politicsinthepub.org.au/
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Victorian Chapter Report 

May 2010 

2 May 2010 – ATC mem-
bers attended the May Day 
Rally in solidarity with 
Trade Unions and other 
organisations, highlighting 
the repression of workers 
and suffering in the Tamil 
homeland. 

14 May 2010—ATC mem-
bers in Melbourne attended 
the 2010 Human Rights 
Dinner with Louise Arbour 
(President, International 
Crisis Group) and Rob 
Hulls (Attorney General, 
Victoria). They had the op-
portunity to meet with 
Louise Arbour as well as 
other dignitaries such as 
Sarah Hanson-Young (the 
Greens Senator), the Head 
of Amnesty International 
Australia, the Executive 
Director of the Australian 
Human Rights Commis-
sion, and Phil Lynch, the 
founder of Human Rights 
Law Resource Centre. Sev-
eral other Lawyers, Barris-
ters, Human Rights Activ-
ists and MPs also partici-
pated in the event. 

22 May 2010 –The sombre 
event of „Remembering 
May 2009‟ was held at the 
Hungarian Community 
Centre with greater partici-
pation of youth in the plan-
ning and staging of the 1st 
anniversary. Prayers, video 
presentation, songs (Tamil 
and English) and speeches 
made the event a moving 
experience for the over 500 
participants – young and 
old. Guest speakers in-
cluded Robert Starry, So-
licitor, Colleen Hartland, 
MLA, and Dr Siven Siven-
dran. Messages of solidarity 
from Sharan Burrow, Presi-
dent of ACTU, and Fr S J 
Emmanuel, President of 
Global Tamil Forum, were 
read out.  

 

June 2010 

Following the International 
Crisis Group Report in 
May, concerted efforts 
were made to lobby emi-
nent Australians and hu-
man rights activists to urge 
the Australian Government 
to take a firm stand in re-

gards to war crimes com 

mitted in Sri Lanka and to 
adopt a humane approach 
towards the boat people 
arriving in Australia.  

On 22 June, Prof. Pat 
McGorry, Australian of 
the Year, has written to 
the Prime Minister calling 
the Government of Aus-
tralia “to recognise the 
systemic danger faced by 
the Tamils in Sri Lanka, 
and provide those fleeing 
from persecution the refu-
gee protection they de-
serve”. He has further 
called upon the govern-
ment “to once again re-
assert Australia‟s rightful 
place at the forefront of 
upholding human rights”. 

 

We also actively lobbied 
Senators from Victoria to 
support the War Crimes 
Motion brought in by South 
Australian Senator Sarah 
Hanson-Young, which, 
among other things, 
“reaffirms the importance of 
credible investigations into 
all allegations of violations of 
human rights” in Sri Lanka. 

 

 

The AGM for the 
ATC Victorian 
Chapter was held 
on Saturday, 26 
June, and new 
committee mem-
bers were elected 
unanimously. 

 

 

 

Humanity Overboard 

As part of the „Refugee 
Week‟, a forum titled 
„Humanity Overboard?‟ was 
held by The Greens Party at 
North Melbourne Town Hall 
on 24th June 2010, to discuss 
Australia‟s stand on refugees 
since the change of govern-
ment in 2007. The speakers 
included Green‟s local candi-
dates Dr. Adam Bandt 
(Federal), Dr. Richard Di 
Natale (Senate), Brian Wal-
ters SC (State) and promi-
nent Human Rights advocate 
and lawyer Julian Burnside 
QC. The forum also featured 
speakers from the Tamil 
community (Antony Gratian 
– spokesperson for Austra-
lian Tamil Congress, Victo-
ria) and the Hazara commu-
nity of Afghanistan (Zamera 
Sharissie - Australian Hazara 
Council).  

Dr. Adam Bandt and Dr. 
Richard Di Natale men-
tioned that unlike the labour 
government‟s back flip on 
the asylum seeker policy, the 
Greens will take a firm stand 
at both State and Federal 
level to forge a more humane 
approach in regards to asy-
lum seekers.  They sought 
the audience support for the 
Greens in order to influence 
the policy makers in both 
houses of parliament.  

Zamera Sharissie talked 
about the dire situation and 
the hardships faced by her 
people in Afghanistan under 
the Taliban insurgents and 
explained the reasons for 
them to flee their country. 
This was followed by an 
emotional and powerful 
speech by Antony Gratian, 
articulating the conditions 
why the Tamils are fleeing 
Sri Lanka despite the end of  

2010 Human Rights Dinner 
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the war in May 2009. He 
cited persecution by security 
forces, denial of human 
rights, denial of freedom of 
speech and movement, mass 
disappearances and denial of 
equal opportunity for 
Tamils to prosper as the 
prime reasons for asylum 
seeking in Australia. He said 
the suspension of the proc-
essing of new asylum appli-
cations from Sri Lanka and 
Afghanistan didn‟t do any 
good for Australia‟s interna-
tional reputation. 
“Australia‟s asylum seeker 

policy can be a lot more hu-
mane” he said, and asked both 
the government and the coali-
tion to leave politics out of it. 
“To do otherwise is frankly un
-Australian”, he said. 

Mr Julian Burnside expressed 
his frustration with the current 
government and the opposi-
tion in the way they are using 
the asylum seekers issue to 
gain political advantage in the 
coming elections.  He pointed 
out that the influx of asylum 
seekers is exaggerated by the 
opposition parties, and the  

Overall it was a fruitful 
meeting, with many of 
the attendees hearing for 
the first time the pre-
dicaments of refugees 
from countries like Sri 
Lanka and Afghanistan, 
and the need for sus-
tainable political solu-
tion to end the arrival of 
boat people. 

The sixth chapter of ATC was 
inaugurated in Canberra, ACT 
on Sunday 9 May 2010.  

ATC was launched in NSW, 
VIC, QLD, SA, WA in August 
2009.   

 The launch was successful and 
several ATC residents joined to 
strengthen ATC. 

 The highlight of the event was 
that the youth in Canberra initi-
ated and organised this launch 
of ATC.  

Community leader, Dr Ragavan 

attended as a well wisher, wished 
the youth the very best in their mis-
sion and spoke of the importance of 
youth taking the forefront. 

   

government has failed to 
take a firm moral stand on 
this issue. The term 
“boarder protection” has 
been used too liberally to 
advance a non-existing 
threat from these weak 
and unassuming refugees, 
he opined. He said by 
sending more of the 
Greens representatives to 
the Senate the refugee 
policy in the future will 
reflect the true Australian 
people‟s sentiments in the 
government.  

Greens Talk Victorian Chapter AGM 

AUSTRALIAN TAMIL CONGRESS PROUDLY LAUNCHES ITS 6TH 
CHAPTER IN AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY  

 

ATC Chairman Prof Raj Rajeswaran was re-
gretably unable to attend but sent a congratu-
latory message: 
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National Political Team’s Report 

Political team made submissions 

on 26 May 2010 to the Prime 

Minister, the Foreign Minister 

and the Immigration Minister 

calling for Australian support 

for the call by ICG for inde-

pendent investigation into war 

crimes committed in Sri Lanka. 

The amended motion proposed 

by Greens Senator Sarah Han-

son-Young regarding war crimes 

in Sri Lanka was passed in Sen-

ate on 24 June 2010 . 

The Australian Tamil Cogress is 

proud of its political and public 

relations teams, the Women‟s 

Advocacy Team and its mem-

bers for acting promptly to en-

sure  

our Senators supported this 

motion. 

Three submissions "Protracted 

Refugee Situations", "Women 

at Risk in Sri Lanka" and 

"Psycho-social Assistance to 

the Vanni IDP's" were pro-

vided (31 May 2010) to the 

Australian Refugee Rights Alli-

ance (ARRA) as a part of 

UNHCR-NGO consultation. 

Newly revealed evidence of war crimes in Sri 

Lanka last year makes an international inquiry 

essential.  

War Crimes in Sri Lanka  the latest report 

from the International Crisis Group, exposes 

repeated violations of international law by both 

the Sri Lankan security forces and the Liberation 

Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) during the last 

five months of their 30-year civil war. That evi-

dence suggests that the period of January to May 

2009 saw tens of thousands of Tamil civilian 

men, women, children and the elderly killed, 

countless more wounded, and hundreds of thou-

sands deprived of adequate food and medical 

care, resulting in more deaths.  
More 

War Crimes in Sri Lanka 

Sri Lanka Tamil killings 'ordered from the top' 
Channel 4 News 
By Jonathan Miller 

Exclusive: a senior Sri Lankan army commander and frontline sol-

dier tell Channel 4 News that point-blank executions of Tamils at 

the end of the Sri Lankan civil war were carried out under orders. 

In August 2009 Channel 4 News obtained video evidence, later 

authenticated by the United Nations, purporting to show point-

blank executions of Tamils by uniformed Sri Lankan soldiers 

.MORE 

Human Rights Watch  

Sri Lanka: New Evidence of Wartime Abuses  

Government Inquiry Inadequate; UN Should Establish Inter-

national Investigation 

 

(New York) - New evidence of wartime abuses by Sri Lankan gov-

ernment forces and the separatist Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam 

(LTTE) during the armed conflict that ended one year ago demon-

strates the need for an independent international investigation into 

violations of the laws of war, Human Rights Watch said today. Re-

cently Human Rights Watch research gathered photographic evi-

dence and accounts by witnesses of atrocities by both sides during 

the final months of fighting.  MORE 

A member of the LTTE apparently captured by the Sri 

Lankan Air Mobile Brigade. In subsequent photos 

(downloadable via links below), the man appears to be 

dead, raising concerns that he might have been executed 

in custody. 

Louise Arbour, President and CEO of Crisis Group  

http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/asia/south-asia/sri-lanka/191-war-crimes-in-sri-lanka.aspx
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/publication-type/media-releases/2010/asia/war-crimes-in-sri-lanka.aspx
http://www.channel4.com/news/articles/world/asia_pacific/execution%20video%20is%20this%20evidence%20of%20war%20crimes%20in%20sri%20lanka/3321087
http://www.channel4.com/news/articles/world/asia_pacific/execution%20video%20is%20this%20evidence%20of%20war%20crimes%20in%20sri%20lanka/3321087
http://www.channel4.com/news/articles/politics/international_politics/sri+lanka+option/3652687
http://www.hrw.org/en/news/2010/05/20/sri-lanka-new-evidence-wartime-abuses


In the past, only a fraction of Tamils have participated in politically active groups.  Today the need is for a united 
and concerted action.  We need to draw the silent majority and fresh blood into political awareness to convey the 
collective view of our community effectively.   
  
We have some major projects and we cannot succeed without membership numbers and the funds that can gener-
ate! We are aware that a strong membership base is paramount to have a viable platform to make an impact. We 
earnestly request your help at this critical time to join our efforts. Being member of ATC, you will be entitled to par-
ticipate in various ATC working groups and influence the direction.  

You can contribute in various ways to our long-, medium- and short-term activities in humanitarian, legal, political, 

community, and communication fronts. 

Please join us in our crusade for peace and justice by having your family and friends join ATC! 

Articles to the National Newsletter 

Please send us your views and creations to be included in our Newsletters to 

newsletter@australiantamilcongress.com 

Postal Address: 

P.O. BOX 22 COMO WA 6952 AUSTRALIA 

Tel: 1300 660 629  

Web: http://www.australiantamilcongress.com 

Vision 

“Australian Tamil Congress is formed in order to create a congress of our people, for our people 
and by our people based on the principles of justice and peace amongst ourselves, and to provide 
for a common voice in promoting our general welfare, prosperity, independence, equality, security 
and peace”                            

Mission 

“The Australian Tamil Congress encourages the positive participation of Tamils in Australian 
society, highlights issues of importance to Tamils, upholds core Australian values and engages 
other communities, governments and organisations in addressing the socio-cultural and political 
concerns of Tamils. ”                            

Objective 

“As part of an international Tamil human rights and political organization dedicated to generating 

change through „Collective Global Tamil‟ action to institute and educate people on Tamils‟ right 

to survival and self-determination, and to promote the safety, welfare, economic development of 

Tamils worldwide; and to teach the lessons of the Tamil Genocide in Sri Lanka for future genera-

tions. ” 

Australian Tamil Congress: On a Crusade for Peace and Justice 

Australian Tamil Congress 

mailto:newsletter@australiantamilcongress.com
http://www.australiantamilcongress.com




 


